Esh Foundation: St Cuthbert’s Hospice, End of Grant Impact Report	

	Name of Organisation
	St Cuthbert’s Hospice, Durham, DH1 3QF


	Grant awarded

	£3,000 unrestricted grant was used towards running costs.

	The impact of the grant and how it supports local people

	Your grant has had a huge impact, ensuring that we continue providing our specialist counselling services:
· During the last year we have support 37 children and 108 adults with bereavement counselling. 
· Our Living Well Centre has 50 places every week to provide day care support.
· We have looked after 71 patients every week.
· Our 10 bedded In-patient unit has a yearly occupancy rate of 85% with the average stay being 14 days.
· We provide home care through our Nameste nurse of 16-20 hours per week.
· 78 patients used our In-Patient unit for symptom and pain management and then were discharged and 169 patients received end of life care.
The impact of the grant is much more than the services we deliver. It has an even bigger impact on the communities we support:
“The Garden of Compassion”
Chelsea Garden designer Tom Hoblyn visited the hospice to see the progress of “The Garden of Compassion” which as kindly gifted to St Cuthbert’s Hospice following the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in May2025. It was fully funded by Project Giving Back.At the forefront of the design is the people who will enjoy the garden, patients, families, volunteers and staff. We know patients at the end of life often express a wish to enjoy the outdoors in their final days. The garden features spaces which allow privacy, peacefulness and solace.
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	Project success

	Hospices are special places and everyone who we care for receives our person-centred care which is not available elsewhere.  We enable people living with life-limiting illness who use Hospice services to live well and make every day count. The information and support we give to carers helps them support their loved ones. We continue to break down the taboos about dying, death, loss and grief.


	Challenges in the delivery of the project and how we overcome them.

	We are fortunate to have a highly trained specialist team who deliver palliative care services, bereavement counselling and end of life support. The major challenge is funding which is unfortunately an ongoing problem for all UK Hospices and one that Hospice UK is currently lobbying government to change asking for more investment in end-of-life care to reduce stress/cost on acute hospital beds. We continue to raise funds in-house through our income generation team and depend on the support of from local communities to ensure that we continue to provide vital palliative care. 
Thank you for your support.
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